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January 20, 2012

Secretary Janet Napolitano

Department of Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Napolitano,

As you work to distribute Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 funding for homeland security state and local
grant programs, [ write to request that you provide funding for the Nonprofit Security Grant Program
(NSGP)—a critical funding stream for nonprofit organizations, including houses of worship, that are at
high risk of terrorist attacks.

The recent string of attacks on New Jersey synagogues clearly demonstrates the vital need for
NSGP funding to ensure nonprofit organizations are able to protect themselves against potential
terrorist attacks and other crimes. As you may know, four synagogues in my state have been attacked
since early December. Two temples in New Jersey have been defaced with anti-Semitic graffiti. In
addition, earlier this month, a synagogue in Paramus was set on fire. These acts of violence reached an
even more disturbing level with the January 11" attack on a temple in Rutherford, during which the
residence at the synagogue was hit by explosive devices, injuring the temple’s rabbi.

These incidents demonstrate the critical need for the NSGP. This program helps at-risk
nonprofit organizations such as synagogues and other houses of worship to implement security
measures aimed at protecting themselves from targeted attacks. Additionally, the NSGP provides
important funding for nonprofit organizations to better coordinate their emergency preparedness
activities with the efforts of state and local governments.

As the Vice Chairman of the Senate Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee, I have
continuously advocated for increased funding for homeland security state and local grant programs
with a focus on high-risk areas vulnerable to security threats. Due to forced cuts in the budget, the FY
2012 Consolidated Appropriations Act reduced funding for these grant programs and provided you
with the authority to distribute this funding at your discretion. I respectfully ask that you include
funding for the NSGP so that at-risk nonprofit organizations continue to have the financial support
they need to implement measures aimed at protecting their safety and security.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,
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