Anited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

January 26, 2012

The Honorable Jo-Ellen Darcy

Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

441 G. Street, NW

Washington, DC 20314

Dear Assistant Secretary Darcy,

As you work on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 work plan for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, we respectfully request that you include funding for high priority projects in New
Jersey. The projects listed below are in the Construction, General category and we ask for their
consideration as the work plan is finalized.

Coastal storm damage reduction projects are vital to states like New Jersey where
beaches act as levees that mitigate flood damage. New Jersey beach projects have received
funding in recent years, and those projects created barriers that were effective in minimizing
damage inland when Hurricane Irene slammed into the state last August. Furthermore, this is a
prudent investment because preventing damage saves the federal government money by reducing
the need for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to spend taxpayer dollars
cleaning up following a storm.

Additional funding is needed to continue construction projects along the coast, and we
respectfully request that the FY 2012 work plan include funding for the coastal storm damage
reduction initiatives in New Jersey listed below.

Cape May Inlet to Lower Township
New Jersey Shore Protection, Brigantine Inlet to Great Egg Harbor Inlet, Absecon Island

New Jersey Shore Protection, Brigantine Inlet to Great Egg Harbor Inlet, Brigantine
Island

e Sandy Hook to Barnegat Inlet
e New Jersey Shore Protection, Barnegat Inlet to Little Egg Inlet
e New Jersey Shore Protection, Townsends Inlet to Cape May Inlet

Thank you for considering these important requests.

Sincerely,

FRANKR. LAUTENBERG ROBERT MENENDEZ



